
AP U.S. HISTORY and GOVERNMENT
Midterm Review Sheet

The APUSH Midterm will take place on Wednesday, January 28.  The exam begins at 12:00.  
You MUST be in attendance!

The Midterm will focus on Periods 1 - 5 of the Course Curriculum.  It will consist of:
• 25 Multiple-Choice Questions — All questions are based on documents!
• 2 Short-Answer Questions
• 1 Long-Essay Question

Recommended Resources
     •Notebook / Notes from class •Textbook •Mr. McAtee’s website

Period 1 (1491 - 1607)
On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact among the peoples of 
Europe, the America’s and West Africa created a new world.
     •Describe the societies created by the Native American peoples before the arrival of    

people from Europe
     •What impact did the arrival of Europeans have on the Western Hemisphere
     •Key Term to remember - Columbian Exchange 

Period 2 (1607 - 1754)
Europeans and American Indians maneuvered and fought for dominance, control and security 
in North America, and distinctive colonial and native societies emerged.
     •Describe efforts used by Spanish, French, Dutch and British colonizers to gain establish 

colonies in the new world
     •Explain how the British-American system of slavery developed in the new world.
     •Explain how environmental and geographic variations contributed to regional differences in 

the British colonies
     •Discuss efforts of the Native Americans to maintain control of land and cultural traditions 

despite the arrival of Europeans
     •Describe the causes and effects of the French & Indian War [Seven Years’ War]

Period 3 (1754 - 1800)
British imperial attempts to reassert control over its colonies and the colonial reaction to these 
attempts produced a new American republic, along with struggles over the new nation’s social, 
political, and economic identity.
     •Explain how Britain’s victory over France in the struggle to control North America led to 

new conflicts between the British government and the American colonists.  How did 
those conflicts eventually lead to the American Revolution?

     •What were the political and social ideas expressed in the Declaration of Independence?
     •How did the newly formed United States attempt to govern itself?  Conflicts between the 

power of states versus the power of the national government [Articles of Confederation / 
Constitution]
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     •Vocabulary:  Proclamation of 1763, Stamp Act, Intolerable Acts, Boston Massacre, Treaty 
of Paris of 1783, Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson,  Loose vs. Strict Construction, Fight 
over the national bank, Kentucky & Virginia Resolutions

Period 4 (1800 - 1848)
The new republic struggled to define and extend demographic ideals in the face of rapid 
economic, territorial, and demographic changes.
     •Why did Jefferson refer to his election as president as “the Revolution of 1800”?
     •Explain how the U.S. Supreme Court, under the leadership of Chief Justice John Marshall, 

sough to assert federal power over the states.  Key Cases - Marbury v. Madison, 
McCullough v. Maryland, Gibbons v. Ogden

     •Discuss growing sectional differences / debates over government policies [internal 
improvements / tariffs — The American System; struggle over slavery]

     •Explain the rise of Andrew Jackson and the growing power of the “common man.”  Why did 
some people see Jackson as a symbol of all that was good about America?  Why did 
some people criticize Jackson?

     •Describe efforts to “reform” America that were inspired by the Second Great Awakening
     •What technological developments of this period contributed to the economic growth of the 

United States?  What impact did these developments have on settlement patterns, 
the distribution of political power, and growing sectional differences?

     •Describe the ideology of Manifest Destiny.  What impact did this ideology have on 
domestic and foreign policy?

     •Vocabulary:  Seneca Falls Convention, Mexican War, Indian Removal, Abolitionism, 
Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, Samuel Slater, Monroe Doctrine, 
Nullification, War Hawks, War of 1812

Period 5 (1844 - 1877)
As the nation expanded and its population grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, led 
to a civil war - the course and aftermath of which transformed American society.
     •Explain how the acquisition of new territory in the West and the U.S. victory in the 

Mexican-American War led to controversy over the issue of slavery
     •What motivated people to move from the eastern part of the U.S. to “the west”?
     •Why did the election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860 convince several southern 

states to secede from the Union?  How did Lincoln, as president, respond to this crisis?
     •When / where did the Civil War begin?  When / where did the war end?  What 

advantages / strengths did the North have?  South?  Ultimately, what made it possible 
for the Union to defeat the Confederacy?

     •How did Lincoln’s decision to issue the Emancipation Proclamation change the war?
     •What were the lasting consequences of the Civil War?
     •Describe how Republicans tried to reconstruct the South after the Civil War.  Why did these 

efforts ultimately fail?
     •What rights / protections did African Americans gain as a result of the 13th, 14th and 15th 

Amendments.  What happened to those rights when Reconstruction came to an end?
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