Unit 3 – Depression, War, and Recovery (1919-1960)

Chapter 25 – The Roaring Twenties: Key
Terms
1. Warren G. Harding
2. Teapot Dome Scandal
3. Laissez Faire
4. Calvin Coolidge
5. Isolationist
6. Kellogg-Briand Pact
7. Prohibition
8. Mass Media
9. Popular Culture
10. Harlem Renaissance
11. Expatriates

Returning to “Normalcy”
• After 20 years of reform and war, Warren G.
Harding wanted to return the country to
“normalcy”
• He proposed lower taxes and higher tariffs on
foreign goods
• Teapot Dome Scandal tarnished his Presidency
• He died suddenly in August of 1923

Calvin Coolidge as President
• Believed in laissez
faire economics
• Did not believe it was
the governments job
to help people with
social and economic
problems
• He was an isolationist
• Major peace effort
was the KelloggBriand Pact of 1928

A Con$umer Culture Emerge$
• The economy was
strong during the
1920’s
• The average income
per person rose 35%
to $716
• Americans now had
more money to spend
on goods and leisure
activities
• Ford rolled out the
Model T in massive
quantities utilizing
assembly lines
• People began to buy
things on credit or
monthly installment
plans

Lindbergh and Earhart
• Charles Lindbergh –
First solo nonstop
flight across the
Atlantic aboard the

Spirit of St. Louis
• Amelia Earhart – First
woman to fly solo
across the Atlantic in
1932

Era of Prohibition
• On January 16, 1920 the 18th Amendment went into effect
• The era of Prohibition banned the sale and manufacturing
of alcohol
• Many Americans, especially in cities and rural areas,
resented the amendment and found ways to get alcohol
• Illegal clubs known as speakeasies sold liquor
• Bootleggers sold liquor illegally and some resorted to
making homemade liquor
• Gangs battled for bootlegging rights in most major cities,
like Al Capone's gang in Chicago
• The 21st Amendment will repeal Prohibition in 1933

Emerging Issues
• Many people did not like the changes they were
witnessing in society
• Fundamentalism interprets the Bible word for
word and did not want the theory of evolution
taught in schools
• The teaching ban on evolution in Tennessee was
challenged by John Scopes who was tried and
found guilty
• Sacco and Vanzetti – anti immigrant attitudes
• The Ku Klux Klan also increased in power and
called for a “racially and morally pure”
America

Entertainment and Pop Culture
• Jazz music is developed in New Orleans
and spread throughout the country
• Movies become more popular
• More Americans listen to radio
broadcasts
• Sporting events became very popular
• Yankee Stadium opens in 1923 and Babe
Ruth becomes the highest paid
professional athlete ($80,000)
• Harlem Renaissance in New York City,
rebirth of African American culture in
the north

Chapter 26 – Great Depression and New Deal: Key Terms

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Herbert Hoover
Crash of 1929
Great Depression
Public Works Projects
Bonus Army
New Deal
Three “R’s”
Dust Bowl
Liberal
Conservative
Social Security Act

Dear President & Wife;
This is the first time I or Any of my people wrote Any president. And I
am here to ask you for $8.oo to get me a winter coat. This may seem
very strange for a girl 12 years old to do but my father is a poor honest
working Laundry man and he works on a percentage a week we have
10 in our family and my father does not have enough money to get him
a bottle of Beer. He is a democrat and did all he could to have you
voted. The N.R.A. [National Recovery Administration] is coming alone
fine. As little as I am I know just as much about depression as a grown
person. I'm 12 years old and am in the 8th grade curly hair Brunette &
brown eyes & fair complexion & weigh 76 lbs. Hoping to hear from you
soon I remain your true Democrat
J. A. G.

A 13-year-old boy
The happy days I had spent in my home, Clinton, Mass., were real good days
until one sad day the factory or mill in which my father had worked gave a
notice that their factory would only operate three days a week. My father came
home that day planning of what to do, because of the notice given him and the
employees of the factory. As the days passed one after another my father was
still at his plan thinking of where he could get a better position to support our
family...
My little sister and I tried to help my father in a way which we thought best. My
little sister thought of helping the lady next door by taking care of the lady's
baby while the lady went shopping. Thus she earned fifty cents. I tried to help
my father by having a paper route after school hours. Thus I received my salary
of one dollar and fifty cents per week. My little sister and I gave our salary to
my father in order to help him and keep our home that we loved since we were
very young. But now the factory only operated two days a week and our salary
of two dollars a week wouldn't help my father any in buying our clothing and
food.

Economic Collapse
• Industries became more efficient and produced more goods
than they could sell
• Consumer debt increased
• Farmers lost income
• Exports dropped
• 1/5 of the nations population controlled 60% of the wealth
• On October 23, 1929, stock prices dropped sharply and a
massive sell-off began
• On October 29, Black Tuesday, stock prices plunged even
further
• A run on banks left their vaults empty
• Unemployment swelled to 25% as the Great Depression
began, lasting from 1929 to WWII

Hoovers Reaction

• Hoover wanted to avoid too much government involvement
• He tried to balance the federal budget by cutting spending
and raising taxes, which made things worse
• Unemployment, poverty, and homelessness continued to
increase and Hoover’s popularity plummeted
• Villages of shacks sprang up and were called Hoovervilles
• In 1932 Hoover finally responded to public pressure and
funded public works projects

Roosevelt Takes Over
• World War I veterans marched to Washington to
demand their wartime bonus that were not to be
paid until the 1940’s
• The Bonus Army of 12,000-15,000 poured into the
city and set up camp
• U.S. troops were sent in to disperse the Bonus
Army and forcefully remove them from their
camps
• As a result, Americans were disgusted with
Hoover and democratic candidate Franklin Delano
Roosevelt won the 1932 presidential election
decisively

FDR’s New Approach

•

FDR did three things that had an
immediate impact on the American people:
1. He declared a “bank holiday” or
temporary shutdown of all banks
2. He promised that only banks in good
financial standing would be allowed to
reopen
3. He gave fireside chats, explaining his
policies in a warm and friendly way

FDR and the New Deal
• From March to June of 1933
FDR sent congress a pile of new
bills targeted at three key areas
known as the three R’s (Relief,
Recovery, and Reform)
• This period was known as the
Hundred Days
• Programs created during the
Hundred Days Include:
• FERA (Federal Emergency Relief
Administration)
• PWA (Public Works Administration)
• TVA ( Tennessee Valley Authority)
• CCC ( Civilian Conservation Corps)
• FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation)

Second New Deal
• In 1935 FDR came up
with a new wave of
reforms
• These included:
• WPA (Works Progress
Administration)
• REA (Rural Electrification
Administration)
• NYA (National Youth
Administration)
• Wagner Act
• Social Security Act

Supreme Court Challenges Roosevelt
• Most of the justices on the Supreme Court did not
support FDR’s New Deal programs
• Using the power of Judicial Review (Marbury v.
Madison) the court shot down some bills that gave
the federal government to much power
• In 1937 FDR asked congress for a bill that would
allow him to add six justices to the Supreme Court
(Court-packing Bill)
• In the end it was criticized by republicans and
democrats alike
• Within two and a half years however retirements
and deaths allowed Roosevelt to name five liberal
justices to the bench

Dust Bowl on the Plains
• Years of drought, overgrazing, and
overplowing left nothing but bare soil on the
plains
• Winds picked up the dirt and storms filled
the air and blocked out the sun
• The areas effected included: Kansas,
Oklahoma, Texas, Colorado, and New
Mexico
• Many abandoned their farms and headed
west to California to look for farm work

FARMERS

Oklahoma

North Texas

Kansas

Life During the Depression
• Life was difficult throughout the country
with unemployment reaching 25%
• Bread lines offered small meals to
thousands of hungry people
• Many people lost their homes
• Children were forced to grow up quickly
in order to get jobs to help supplement the
family income

Lasting Effects of the New
Deal

• The New Deal did not
end the Great
Depression, the start of
World War II did
• Government, especially
the executive branch,
played a larger role
• Issues about the role of
government continue to
be debated today
between liberals and
conservatives

Business Cycle

Chapter 27 – World War II: Key Terms
1. Fascism
2. Adolf Hitler
3. Joseph Stalin
4. Winston Churchill
5. Axis Powers
6. Allied Powers (p.760)
7. Appeasement
8. Lend-Lease Act
9. D-Day
10. Yalta Conference
11. Holocaust
12. Island Hopping
13. Manhattan Project
14. Japanese-American Internment
15. Marshall Plan

Rise of Dictators
• Italy, Germany, Japan, and the Soviet
Union were run by dictators
• Dictators came to power as a result of
WWI
• Crumbling economies led to civil
unrest
• Benito Mussolini becomes fascist
leader of Italy
• Adolf Hitler becomes leader of fascist
Germany and the Nazi Party
• Joseph Stalin becomes leader of
communist Russia

Territorial Expansion
• Japan begins to push into east Asia to
acquire the natural resources their
country lacked
• Italy invaded Ethiopia
• Hitler and Germany sent forces into
the Rhineland and invaded Austria
• Hitler then set his eyes on the
Sudetenland, a region of
Czechoslovakia that they did not wish
to give up
• In 1938 Hitler met with British Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain and
Germany signed an agreement in
which Germany gained control of the
Sudetenland but promised to stop
seeking other territory
• This deal was made to avoid war, also
known as appeasement

Second World War Begins
• Hitler soon broke the promise he made at Munich and
conquers the rest of Czechoslovakia in March 1939
• He then declares his intent to invade Poland
• Britain and France warn that an invasion of Poland will
result in war, assuming they had an ally in the Soviets
• In August of 1939 however, Germany and the Soviet
Union sign a pact vowing not to declare war on each
other
• On September 1, 1939 Germany invades Poland and
Britain and France declare war on Germany two days
later
• Utilizing blitzkrieg (lightning war) Germany conquers
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, Luxembourg, and
the Netherlands

The Germans Advance
• In June of 1940, the Germans
take over France in just six
weeks
• British, French, and Belgian
soldiers evacuate to Britain
• Hitler then made plans to
invade Britain, but needed to
destroy Britain’s RAF
• In the summer of 1940 the
RAF battled the Luftwaffe
over the skies of Britain and
bombed London
• The British however, now
under the leadership of
Winston Churchill, refused to
surrender

Germany Turns on the Soviets
• As Hitler focused on Western
Europe, Stalin invaded Finland
and other Baltic states
• Hitler wanted to gain control of
Soviet wheat and oil fields
• As a result, Hitler invaded the
Soviet Union in June of 1941
• Germany attacked the cities of
Leningrad and Moscow, but
neither city fell to the German
offensive
• The Russians were aided by
one of the worst winters in
decades leaving the Germans
ill equipped
• Hitler's invasion of the Soviet
Union failed

Lend – Lease Act
• With Germany
advancing in
Europe, Pres.
Roosevelt signed
the Lend-Lease Act
to support the
allied nations

Attack on Pearl Harbor
• In 1940 Japan joined the alliance with Germany and Italy
• In the eyes of Japanese leader Hideki Tojo, the only thing
that could complicate their plans was the United States
Navy
• On December 7, 1941 Japan attacked the U.S. naval base at
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii
• Many warplanes and ships were destroyed
• 2,400 Americans both servicemen and civilians were killed
• Roosevelt asked congress to declare war on Japan
• The United States declares war on the Axis Powers
December 8th
• On December 11th Germany and Italy declared war on the
United States

Mobilization Begins
• With the attack of Pearl
Harbor, there was little time
to prepare for the war
• Millions of Americans
volunteered for duty and
millions more were drafted
• Minorities played a significant
role in the armed forces
during WW II
• More than 300,000 women
also served in non-combat
duties

On the Home Front
• The War Production
Board made sure
factories were working
around the clock
• Goods in short supply
such as steel, gasoline,
and tires were rationed
• Communities held “Junk
Drives”
• Victory Gardens
• “Rosie the Riveter”
became an iconic image
• African Americans and
Native Americans found
work in the factories
• Over 100,000 Japanese
immigrants were sent to
internment camps

The Allies Plan their Offensive
• The Americans and
Stalin wanted to invade
France as soon as
possible
• Churchill disagreed and
convinced them it would
be best to first drive the
Germans out of North
Africa
• This would allow the
Allies to gain control of
the Mediterranean and
open up a way to invade
Italy

The Battle for North Africa
• Great Britain had been battling the Axis powers in North Africa since
1940
• Protecting their hold on Egypt was especially important to the Allies as
it controlled the Suez Canal
• Germany was led by General Erwin Rommel, nicknamed the “Desert
Fox”
• The Germans advanced to within 200 miles of the Suez
• In November of 1942, American troops led by American General
Dwight D. Eisenhower arrived in North Africa
• After months of intense fighting, the Axis powers surrendered in North
Africa

Turning Towards Italy
• With the Allies now in
control of North Africa,
the invasion of Italy
could begin
• In June of 1943, the
Allies attacked the
island of Sicily and
forced the Germans out
• The Allies continued to
push through Italy as
the Germans retreated
• Losing faith in their
leader, Mussolini is
ousted and Italy
surrenders to the Allies
in September of 1943

Preparing for D- Day
• Germany failed to invade Russia and now
had to worry about the Allied invasion from
the west
• On the morning of June 6, 1944 more than
5,000 ships and landing craft carried 130,000
soldiers across the English Channel to
Normandy located in northern France
• The invasion included American, British,
and Canadian forces
• It was the largest seaborne invasion in
history

Allied Success in Normandy
• The Allies successfully
convinced the Germans
they would invade at
Calais, not Normandy
• Even at Normandy there
was strong German
resistance killing or
wounding 10,000 Allied
soldiers
• By the end of the day the
Allies had secured the
beaches

Liberating France
• With the beaches secured,
Allied forces began pouring
into France
• They battled with the
Germans as they moved
towards Paris and liberated
the city on August 25, 1944
• As the Allies moved in from
the west, the Soviets began
gaining ground in the east
• In December of 1944, the
Germans launched one final
offensive known as the Battle
of the Bulge
• The Germans overwhelmed
and nearly surrounded the
Allies
• The Allies however were able
to regroup and eventually
defeat the Germans

U.S. Army Air Forces Aircraft of WW II
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V-E Day
With the Germans in retreat,
the “Big Three” (Roosevelt,
Churchill, Stalin) met in
Yalta to discuss the end of
the war
FDR was in very poor health
and passed away in April of
1945, leaving Harry Truman to
succeed him and finish up the
war effort
The Russians also reach
Berlin in April of 1945 and
on April 30 Hitler committed
suicide
Two days later on May 2nd, the
Soviets captured Berlin and
Germany surrendered
May 8, 1945 became known as
V-E Day, or Victory in Europe

The Holocaust
• As the Allies made their way
through Europe, they made a
shocking discovery in the German
concentration camps
• In these camps nearly 6 million
Jewish men, women, and children
along with around 5 million people
from other groups were killed
• The idea for concentration camps
came from Hitler's intense racism
and the belief that Jews were
inferior
• In a plan called “The Final Solution”,
Nazi leaders wanted to murder
every Jew under their control
• The worst camp was located at
Auschwitz in Poland

Japan Expands in
the Pacific

• Japan was
acquiring land
throughout east
and southeast
Asia
• The number
one reason for
expanding their
empire was
because they
lacked natural
resources on
their island
nation

Turning the Tide
• In the spring of 1942, the Allies bombed Japanese cities, including Tokyo, in
what became known as Doolittle’s raid
• The Battle of Midway in June of 1942 was a turning point in the war, leading
to more Allied success
• The Allies decided to attack one island after another in a strategy known as
island hopping

24th Infantry
Division
U.S. Army with
Japanese battle
flag on the
Philippine Islands

Taking Over in the
Pacific

• By the beginning
of 1945, Japan
was beginning to
crumble
• In February, U.S.
Marines invaded
Iwo Jima and two
months later
invaded Okinawa
• After months of
fighting, the U.S.
finally
conquered both
islands

Ending the War with Japan
• The Allies were planning to invade Japan but many
feared it would result in too many casualties
• Shortly after joining the war, the United States began the
Manhattan Project led by J. Robert Oppenheimer to build
an atomic weapon
• Truman gave Japan an ultimatum, either surrender or
face incomprehensible destruction, Japan refused to
surrender
• On August 6, 1945, the B-29 bomber Enola Gay dropped
an atomic bomb on the city of Hiroshima killing 70,000
• Japan still would not surrender
• On August 9, the United States dropped another bomb
on Nagasaki killing another 40,000
• On August 14 Japan surrendered and World War II was
finally over

After the War
• The United States economies
wartime production finally
pulls the country out of the
Great Depression
• The U.S. helps rebuild the
economies of Japan and
Europe
• Nuremburg trials put Nazi
leaders on trial for crimes
against humanity for their
action against European Jews
• The United Nations was
created to preserve world
peace

