Iroquois High School

The

Tomahawk
Volume 21, Issue 2,
December, 2019

“Striving to Be
the Best”
Special Features:
• Is the Life360 app
more like a life sentence?, page 2
• Queen is still rocking
the house, page 2
• How big business is
juggling Hong Kong
conflict, page 2
• Want the school day
to be longer?, page 2
• The best pizza
around!, page 3
• Thrift stores become
the hip new trend,
page 4
• We got your favorite
80s movies!, page 4
• Netlix vs. Hula: The
battle of video streaming, page 4
• Buffalo’s fanatic fans,
page 5

Inside this
Edition:
Student
Issues

2

Current
Events

3

Entertainment

3

Sports

5

Activities

7

By Jamison Michael, senior
“Ok Boomer,” is a
phrase that has been making
rounds throughout the internet
and even in politics. The simple
two-word shutdown began as a
meme, playing off a popular new
-age doge post, and evolving
into a tool used by Gen Z to retort against the Baby Boomer
generation.
Importantly, you may
wonder where you lie on the
generational scale. Boomers are
typically the generation born
between 1946 and 1964. Gen X
follows, from typically 1965-76.
Then you have Millennials, from
approximately 79-94, then Gen
Z, the post-94 generation.
So, how did the phrase
“Ok Boomer” grow into a tool of
generational divide? Furthermore, where does the generational divide come from and

what are the opinions surrounding it?
College freshman
Benjamin Hawkes said, “…it’s
a sort of response to the lifelong resentment or anger for
destroying the planet and
economy that a lot of people
our age struggle with.”
He’s not alone in that
opinion, with millions on the
internet using the phrase as an
expression of anger and of
dismay over daunting problems out of their control.
Many others say that
it’s just a way of dismissing
older people who “just don’t
get it.” As Time magazine puts
it, it’s a rallying cry for fed-up
teens.
Senior Margot Treadwell comments, “Our generation more than ever is affected

by the decisions of these older
people and generations, and
when our opinions and concerns are shot down repeatedly,
what more are we left with but
simple annoyance?”
The main issue is that
many young people feel helpless.
Nina Kasman, a college student who has made a
substantial amount of money
selling “Ok Boomer” themed
clothing, commented on Twitter, “The reason we make the
‘Ok Boomer’ merch is because
there’s not a lot that I can personally do to reduce the price
of college, for example, which
was much cheaper for older
generations who then made it
more expensive. There’s not
See Generations page 8

By Luca Sullivan, senior
December is whirling by and the holiday is almost upon us. You put off shopping
thinking you have all the time in the world, but
then glance at the date only to realize there’s
little time left until Christmas.
If this situation sounds familiar, you
aren’t alone. This scenario happens to millions
of Americans every year around the holiday
season. Just when they think they’ve got enough
time to shop, it slips away. If this situation is
describing your current one, here are some of
the “hottest affordable gifts” for Christmas
2019. They’re simple, easy to find, and relatively low in price, all perfect for last minute grabs.
Are you looking for a youngster in
your family? The Elsa’s Ice Palace by Little
People is new this year, based off the movie
Frozen 2. At the push of a button, the model
plays “Let It Go,” a popular song amongst children today. The toy is suitable for ages one and
up, perfect for little siblings and other family
members. The set can be found on Amazon for

$40.

Another toy popular amongst little ones is
the Zero Gravity Laser Race Car by Air Hogs.
The toy includes a model car that can be driven up
walls and ceilings using a remote control. The set
up is completely wireless and although targeted at
tween boys, can be fun for many different ages and
genders. Using the laser feature, you can control
how fast the car moves up the wall and where it
drives. This package can be found for $30 on Amazon.
Know someone that has recently moved
away or takes great pride in their hometown?
Homesick is a candle company that aims to embody the scent of a state, in a candle. Getting popular online, the company makes candles with statesmelling aromas. The New York-scented candle
contains aromas of the Adirondack Mountains with
a cinnamon finish. This gift is perfect to send to
long distant relatives or maybe someone that can’t
See Holiday Shopping, page 5

By Megan Axelson, senior
“Feel free together.”
Life360 is a way to bring family
closer with smart features designed
to protect and connect the people
who matter the most...or is it?
For many adolescents, adult
supervision has turned into adult
surveillance. Life360 is a digital
monitoring app that is used by millions of parents across the United
States. The app is an upgraded version of Apple’s “Find My” feature,
which allows family and friends, or
what the company calls “Your Circle,” to view your location.
An online database,
Wired.com, mentions, “... Life360
had over 18 million monthly active
users at the end of 2018.”
The service is convenient
ultimately because it is free to download and use, although you can pay
for additional features. Along with
location sharing, Life360 allows
family members to see how fast people in their circle are driving, how
much battery is left on their phones,

location ETA, place alerts, history,
help alerts, crime reports, and crash
detection.
This all sounds great—but
is it? Some have concerns that the
app may be too restrictive.
In an article titled,
“Growing Up Tethered,” Sherry
Turkel explains her logic behind
the degrees of separation between a
parent and their child. She mentions how cell phones for adolescents is “a rite of passage that communicates to children that they are
on their own and responsible.”
Apps such as Life360 can
give kids and parents a feeling of
security. However, these apps have
raised questions about privacy and
children’s freedom. Many kids feel
as if this app is intruding on their
independence as they continue to
grow up.
Popular apps such as Tik
Tok and Instagram have been disSee Life360 App, page 5

By Eleonora Manara, Foreign Exchange Student
Wembley Stadium, London, 1985. “Bohemian Rhapsody,” “Radio
Ga Ga,” “Hammer to Fall,” “Crazy Little Things Called Love,” “We Will
Rock You.” 21 minutes that will remain in the history of music.
Queen’s performance at the Live Aid left millions of people
breathless and it’s still lauded as one of the best live gigs of all time.
The British band, who started as a group of friends making music,
is now claimed to be one of the greatest rock bands ever and it’s considered
a cornerstone for the classic rock genre.
Most people know some of the history of Queen thanks to the biopic Bohemian Rhapsody, that came out in 2018 and starred Academy Award
winner Rami Malek as Freddie Mercury.
The movie won several awards for Best Sound, Best Picture, and
Best Editing, and became a huge box office success, setting the box office
records for the biopic/drama genre.
Queen was founded in 1970 by guitarist Brian May, drummer Roger Taylor and singer Freddie Mercury. One year later, in 1971, bassist John
Deacon joined the group.
Queen had its debut in 1973 with the eponymous album and gained
international success in 1975 with the album A Night At The Opera, that
features “Bohemian Rhapsody,” probably their most famous song. In 40
years since its formation, the band sold more than 200 million records, becoming one of the best-selling music artists.
Moreover, part of Queen’s worldwide notoriety comes from Mercury’s personality and his early death. He was extremely flamboyant and
had a great scenic presence that captured millions of people. However, Freddie Mercury was bisexual, and as other thousands of gay men who lived in
the 80s, he contracted HIV and died in 1991, at the age of 46, of a bronchial
pneumonia, as reported in his biography.
The movie talks about the history of the band from the formation
of the group in 1970 to the Live Aid performance in 1985, focusing on Mercury’s life and personality.
However, how many “new” fans really know Queen? The very first
thing many fans notice is that the movie contains a considerable number of
historical inaccuracies.
Many film critics commented that the timeline of the movie was
purposely twisted to create convenient drama. Freddie Mercury, for example, most likely didn’t know to have AIDS before 1987 (two years later the
Live Aid), whereas in the movie they use Mercury’s disease to bring the
band back before the Live Aid performance.
See Queen’s Legacy, page 9
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By Joseph Wheeler, senior
The length of school days has always
been a topic of debate among students, teachers,
and politicians. While students claim it should be
shorter and more like Canada and Japan, others
argue that it isn’t long enough. This debate has
recently ramped up as U.S. Senator and former
2020 democratic nominee, Kamala Harris, has
introduced legislation that would attempt to
lengthen the school day by 3 hours.
The Family Friendly School Act would
give 5-year grants of up to $5 million to local educational agencies in order to help extend the school
day to around 5-6 p.m. The bill claims this would
cost the U.S. about $1.3 billion annually. The reason for doing so would be to help align school
dismissal with the work schedules of parents.
However, this proposal can prove to be somewhat
unpopular.
When surveying 30 random students at
Iroquois about their view on this topic, only about
2 of them responded positively. That’s only a 6.6%
approval rating. While this was a relatively small
number of students, the outcome is quite telling.
“I think that this is the wrong way of going about it,” one student claimed. “It seems like
it puts everybody's opinions and needs into perspective except for the students themselves.”
Teachers’ opinions on this subject are a
little more diverse, as a 2003 poll resulted in 53%
of teachers supported adding extra hours, as compared to 28% of students. The proposed bill is also
supported by the American Federation of Teachers, according to CNN. This has been explained as
some teachers spending more time after school
anyway.
Government and Civics teacher, Mr.
Moch, voiced his subtle support, stating, “Adding
See School Day, page 9

By Jamison Michael, senior
“Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our
times.” These words, echoed by millions in the
recent few weeks, have brought attention to China,
and how free, democratic, nations interact with the
East. So, how do companies like Activision Blizzard, a frontrunner of game production, and the
National Basketball Association tie into the increased national awareness of Hong Kong? What
happens when monoliths of the Western world are
forced to evaluate their relationship with a nation
that allegedly oppresses its citizens?
Hong Kong, a city under control by the
communist, totalitarian government of China since
1997, has been in a state of unrest since June, after
the proposal of an extradition bill that would
strengthen China’s grip on the city. Antigovernment protests have taken place day-in and
day-out, with increasing fervor from Hongkongers
and increased pressure from the state police. There
are claims that police violently assault the protestors, with increased accounts of the detained being
tortured and sexual assaulted. Some citizens, such
as a female protest organizer known as Mak, mysSee Business in China, page 7
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By Noah Radomski, junior
It’s a Friday night, and after
a long day at work, your parents
don’t feel like cooking dinner. The
big question asked is, “Where should
we order pizza from?”
Here in Buffalo, people
have a lot of options when it comes
to getting pizza. With having many
chains and local pizzerias in the
WNY area, it may be difficult to
determine your family’s favorite
spot, but there are certainly many
possibilities to choose from.
Buffalo pizza is
“America’s most underappreciated
regional style,” writer for the Daily
Beast, Bovino claims.
The history of Buffalo pizza
dates all the way back to 1927, when
Fioravanti Santora started selling
pizza out of his ice cream shop. Today, the popular pizzeria Santora’s
still operates and is known as
“Buffalo’s first pizzeria.”

By Anna Gwozdz, senior
Buffalo pizza is notoriously known for having a sweeter
tomato sauce, which many people
around the area love, and many
pizzerias still incorporate in their
recipes today.
Larry Olmstead, writer
for USA Today, describes Buffalo
Pizza as, “Most similar to that of
Detroit, which is sort of a thinner
version of New York’s thick Sicilian.”
Olmstead claims, “The
base is hefty enough to be considered thick crust, but not nearly as
heavy or bready as the slab that
underlies Sicilian, or as casserole
like as Chicago’s.”
Nowadays there are
around 600 pizzerias in the Buffalo
area, with over 500 of those being
independently owned and operated.
See Pizza, page 6

By Elenora Manara, Foreign Exchange Student
For teenagers, clothes are a very big deal. Money, on the other
hand, might be a problem. The solution is very simple, and it probably is
closer than what you think: thrift stores!
Thrifting is becoming a more popular trend. Today, about 1 out of
5 Americans shop at thrift stores, according to Daily JStore.
Secondhand shops have always existed, but in the last century due
to immigration and financial crisis, thrift shopping has become much more
common.
However, just in the last few years,
thrifting has become “trendy”
among younger generations. The
“Thrift stores are
stigma around secondhand clothes
has been almost totally eliminated
cool. You can find
and it’s mostly because of social
media.
very trendy stuff
Thanks to the increased popularity
of thrift shopping, in fact, the numand it’s also cheap.”
ber of thrift stores has increased
about 10% from 2012, according to
Senior Max Dargavel said
an article from the Huffington Post.
Thrift shopping is an ethical and
that the idea of shopping in
sustainable way to shop for hidden
a thrift store came after a
gems, and it has several perks. Usually, secondhand clothes and goods
are very economical, and most of
them can be high-quality.
Buying in thrift shops can also help the environment. It prevents
useful resources from being consumed in the production of new items and it
means that less waste ends up in landfills. Moreover, thrifting is fun, and it
can help create a completely new style of fashion.
You can shop in a thrift store even if you don’t really like the idea
of wearing secondhand clothes: these stores offer a large collection of other
items. From furniture to books, you can find almost anything, and they are
often in pretty good condition.
In addition, thrift shopping could be a good way of making some
See Thrift Stores, page 7
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Music has been part of our lives for as
long as we can remember. Most of us started out in
the Intermediate choruses or beginner bands and
orchestras. Though as years passed, people started
to drop these activities in place of a study hall in
their schedule. However, quitting an ensemble
might be doing more harm than good, especially
since music can help academically. Instead of
dropping a music class, here’s why you should add
or continue a music course.
Starting an instrument in high school may
sound impossible since others had started playing
their instrument around 4th grade.
However, according to Mr. Iocco, the
high school band teacher, anyone is able to learn
an instrument at any time, but it may just take
longer to get up to speed with the other students in
the ensemble.
Although some students work better without another class in their schedule, numerous studies have shown that being involved in a musical
activity helps students academically.
According to the online magazine Pacific
Standard, a study was done on 112,000 students in
British Columbia, Canada. 13% of these students
had either taken or was continuing a music class.
These students had taken standardized tests in science, math, and English for this study. On average,
music students had performed better than other
students with no music experience. With these
results from the study, it is clear that music has
some sort of impact on how students perform academically.
Iocco stated, “There have been lots of
studies that have shown that playing an instrument
is one of the few things that uses both hemispheres
of the brain simultaneously. In terms of sheer brain
See Music Program, page 8

By Noah Radomski, junior
Living in Buffalo, NY, it’s probably more
than likely you’ve heard of the Blizzard of ’77, the
October Storm of 2006, and Snowvember at least
once during your lifetime. With unpredictable
weather patterns across WNY, it is often hard to
battle winters each and every year. Although snow
is unpredictable, in Buffalo snow is most common
from early November to mid-March.
This season, the snow has already arrived
and has stuck to the ground, which is considerably
early compared to recent years. Furthermore, there
are many preparations Buffalonians need to have in
place before they can take on and survive another
winter.
Driving Preparations:
If you have lived in Buffalo your entire
life, you know drivers don’t let snow get in their
way. Although people across WNY are used to
driving in winter weather, there are still precautions
needed to be taken.
It’s important to be prepared with items
such as snowbrushes, blankets, snow salt, and extra
clothing. You never know when something might
happen, and it is critical to keep these supplies just
See Winter Preparations, page 10
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By Luca Sullivan, senior
By Megan Axelson, senior
More than half of Americans use apps
to watch streaming content on their television.
Two popular apps rival apps each other: Netflix and Hulu. It is uncertain to most of the
general population what these apps have to
offer. Look no further! Here’s the truth behind
these competitive giants and their platforms.
First Stop: Netflix
Netflix is a streaming service that
allows members to watch a wide variety of
award-winning TV shows and movies numerous connected devices. With Netflix, you can
enjoy unlimited ad-free viewing of its content.
There is always something new to discover,
and more TV shows and movies are added
each month. You can try it free for 30 days to
determine if you want to subscribe.
A Netflix membership is a month-tomonth subscription that begins on the date you
sign up. There is no contract, no cancellation
fees, no commitment. You can cancel online
anytime.
Netflix also offers three different
membership plans, so you can tailor your subscription to your needs. Each plan will determine how many people can stream Netflix
content at once and whether you can view in
Standard Definition, High Definition, or Ultra
High Definition. You can upgrade your plan
anytime from your account page.
Members in over 190 countries can
get instant access to great content. It has a significant global content library that features
award-winning Netflix originals, including
Mercury 13 and Little Evil, feature films such
as Roma, documentaries, TV shows, and much
more.
As you continue to watch through the
app, Netflix gets better and more accurate at
recommending TV shows and movies that you
are more accustomed to.
Unfortunately, it does not offer any
live -V options. The most basic membership
starts at $7.99 per months and tops out at
$13.99 per month, depending on the number of
screens on your chosen plan.
Bonus features offer the ability to
play, pause, and resume watching without the
disruption of pesky ads or commitments. Plus,
you can download shows or movies to your
mobile device and watch anywhere, even without any type of internet connection.
Netflix personally recommends these easy
steps to start watching today:
• Choose the membership plan that’s right
for you.
• Create an account by entering your email
address and create a password.
• Enter a payment method so you don’t miss
a single episode when your free trial ends.
• That’s it. Stream on!
Second Stop: Hulu
Hulu is a video streaming service that
offers premium video content from TV shows
to feature-length movies. For a small monthly
fee, users have access to everything Hulu has
to offer and can stream as much as they want.
Hulu offers TV shows and movies
through a wide range of partnerships with variSee Video Streaming, page 8
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The 80s: geeks, muscle cars, pinned jeans, big hair, punk rock, Sony
Walkmans, teen love, Valley Girls, and the Eye of the Tiger.
This is the nostalgia that many of our parents reminisce about. A timeless factor of the 80’s that we can still connect with today are the movies produced in this era. Watching these films can connect us with the past, and for people like our parents, bring them back to a time in their teen years.
Complied below are the best of the best top 10 films coming out of the
80’s based on Rotten Tomato reviews and other lists compiled by critics.
10. Rocky IV (1985)
Rocky is one of the most commonly heard of movies to spring from the
80’s, a classic embedded into a eternally watched series. It revolves around a
boxer, Rocky Balboa, who after hearing about his friend’s death in the ring,
seeks out a revenge match. The movie became widely popular during its release
and sparked new series of movies like Creed 1 and Creed 2, a subcategory of the
same storyline where Rocky trains Apollo Creed.
9. The Breakfast Club (1985)
The Breakfast Club follows five high school students, all from different
cliques, who end up in detention together. Each of the members have a chance to
tell their story and reveal the secrets behind the clichés of high school. The film
acted as one of John Hughes’ great classics, as he directed this movie and many
other hits like Ferris Bueller’s Day Off and Home Alone.
“To me, this film epitomizes the 80s! The emphasis on the different
social cliques and the importance of image in this era is so true. The theme song
by Simple Minds, ‘Don’t You Forget About Me’ also becomes an anthem for the
decade. You can’t help but think of the Brat Pack who starred in the film, like
Molly Ringwald, or recall the rebellious Judd Nelson’s defiant fist raise at the
film’s closing,” stated Mrs. Cantie, English teacher at Iroquois. “It’s awesome!”
8. Heathers (1988)
A dark and cynical film, Heathers takes a movie that could be considered a comedy but twists it in a way that leaves the audience stunned. The film is
set at a cliché high school in Ohio, which is representative of the era. Like most
schools in the 80’s, cliques were common. At this particular high school, The
Heathers are the most popular girls and most defined clique. The group is led by
Kim Walker, stuck up and a narcissist, who humiliates anyone who isn’t in line
with her standards. Another member of the group, Veronica, played by Winona
Ryder, develops a resistance against the group. Ryder and her new boyfriend,
played by Christian Slater, begin to seek revenge for those humiliated by the
group, enacting a series of unfortunate events on the Heathers, as well as, on
anyone popular enough to look down on others. The movie gained traction due
to its unique style.
7. The Outsiders (1983)
This film revolves around teen rivalry and gang allegiances. The plot
follows The Greasers and the Socs who split up Oklahoma. As the boys run into
more conflicts with each other, the film addresses problems with violence and
drama. This became such a big hit due to its teen heartthrob actors such as Patrick Swayze, Rob Lowe and Ralph Macchio, who portray their characters perfectly.
Many Iroquois students are familiar with this story because the novel is
still read in seventh grade.
6. Stand by Me (1986)
Stand by Me gains number six with its nostalgic feel. Based on a Stephen King novel, the setting takes place in 1959, with a group of adolescent boys
who set out to find a dead body. Their adventures contain obstacles that have to
do with the adult world and personal pressures. The movie receives high praise
due to its careless nature and poignant message.
“Do you guys want to see a dead body?” is the line that Mr. Lysiak,
English teacher, says always stands out to him. “It’s probably one of the first
movies that we rented on VHS when I was about 12. I was probably with Noah
Radomski’s dad.” Lysiak loves the final line of the film, “I never had friends
again like the friends I had when I was 12 years old.”
But, Lysiak was disappointed to see that Mel Brooks’ Space Balls didn’t make the list.
5. Can’t Buy Me Love (1987)
Can’t Buy Me Love is a teen romantic comedy, where a boy pays a popular girl to date him. The film brings rising fame to Patrick Dempsey, a very
popular actor at the time who is best known today for his roles on Grey’s Anatomy and Enchanted. Although the plot seems bland, many people of the era took
to the reality of the story and liked the issues it covered. The film went through
stereotypes and cliques in high school, while in the end addresses how these
things shouldn’t divide people. The movie displays how social status does not
define who you are, and the problems that come with it.
4. Footloose (1984)
In a teenage oriented musical, Footloose follows the life of a city kid,
played by the iconic Kevin Bacon, trying to fit into a Midwestern town. When he
arrives, he leads a teenage rebellion against the town’s ministers, who decided to
See 80s Movies, page 6
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By Noah Radomski, junior
The younger generation of
Buffalo sports fans have constantly
grown up listening to: “Four straight
Superbowl losses; Wide Right; The
Drought; and No goal!” These infamous sayings have been around for
years, and will continue to be around
for generations to come. The city of
Buffalo and their fans have witnessed
some rough losses in the past, but the
fans never stop rooting for their city
and are very passionate about their
teams.
Current teams like the Buffalo Bills and Buffalo Sabres have been
around since 1960 and 1970 respectively. Buffalonians live and breathe
their sports and pass the love for their
teams down to their kids, so the passion continues for a lifetime.
Those phrases like, “Four
Straight,” “Wide Right,” and “The
Drought” stem from the Buffalo Bills.
During the 1990s the Bills
were the powerhouse of the NFL and
managed to make four straight Superbowl appearances from 1990-1993.
They played the New York Giants,
Washington Redskins, and Dallas
Cowboys twice. The team lost all four
games.
The term, “Wide Right,” is
in reference to Bills kicker Scott Norwood missing a 47-yard field goal that
would have lifted the Bills past the
Giants in Superbowl XXV. Many fans
were heartbroken after this loss and
some even cried in disbelief. Although
Norwood missed the kick, Bills fans
welcomed him back to Buffalo in open
arms, and even cheered for him when
he arrived home. You can only imagine what Norwood must of thought
after missing the kick, but he revealed,
to get the reaction from the fans that
he received, it mean the world to him.
The phrase, “The Drought,”
refers to the Bills 17-year playoff

drought lasting from 2000-2017.
The Bills ended the drought during
their 2017 season finishing with a
record of 9-7. Fans were thrilled
after witnessing the team’s misfortunes for nearly two decades, and
celebrated the team’s playoff berth
for weeks. The Bills played the
Jacksonville Jaguars in the wildcard
round, and although they lost the
fans came out and supported them
all the way from Buffalo. In fact,
there were so many Bills fans in
Jacksonville, it seemed like a home
game for the team.
Through all of these hardships faced throughout the years,
Bills fans continue to show endless
support for their city’s team. To
prove this, over the years ticket sales
have only skyrocketed. This season
most of New Era Field has been sold
out, and fans are filling in every
single one of the 71,870 seats the
stadium has.
Bills fans are continuously
referred to as the “Bills Mafia.”
They are crazy, football- loving fans
that show up every Sunday to tailgate early. From going through tables to doing other crazy stunts at
the games, they surely do show their
love and appreciation toward the
Bills in a rather unique way.
In regard to the passionate
Bills fans, junior Jakob Syracuse
responded, “I watch the game every
Sunday, and it’s obvious the city of
Buffalo is very passionate about
their sports teams. I’ve never seen
any other fans like the Bills Mafia,”
Syracuse said. “For them to jump
through tables and risk their health
is just astonishing to me.”
The Bills Mafia even reSee Sports Fans, page 10

By Allison Nottis, junior
The girls on the Varsity Volleyball team came together to have an
exciting season, and they all worked together well. The team finished off
their season with a 6-11 record.
The match against Maryvale proved to be quite exciting with a
close outcme where the Chiefs won 3-2 overall. They experienced a block of
losses by mid-season, but they ended up coming back even stronger and
fought even harder to finish the season strong.
The team also had the opportunity to play in tournaments against
other teams that weren’t in their regular division. The tournaments they
played in were the Frontier HS tournament and a tournament at North Tonawanda. At the North Tonawanda tournament, the team ended up being
runner up in the bronze division against the Amherst volleyball team.
As the team moved into the division playoffs, the girls on the team
decided to dye their hair red in order to show a sense of unity as they tackled
See Volleyball, page 5
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By Ava D’Amato, senior
Ending their season after the sectional
playoffs, the Varsity Field Hockey team had a
record of 14-4. With over 10 shutouts and 46
goals scored, this season has been deemed to be
very successful.
The leading scorers were seniors, Quinn
Wierzbowski, with 14 goals, and Jillian Quinn
with 10 goals; both were a crucial part in the
team’s success of the team. Elizabeth Fonfara was
a vital part of the offense during the entire season.
She was known to be the driving force of the offense, creating opportunities within the circle to
score, and even scoring two goals herself.
The midfield was made up of senior
Madison Kasten and co-captain Ava D’Amato.
The midfield has been credited by Coach Tonsoline as the ones who control the pace and fate of
the games.
The senior defense had a foundation of
co-captain Torie Walker, Lylah Jolls, Madison
Trepacz, and Meghan Quinn. Stepping up, stopping teams from advancing, and attributing to the
10 shutouts throughout the season were just a few
ways that the defensive line was recognized.
Walker expressed, “The defense just
meshed very well this season. Everyone had each
other’s backs and knew how everyone played so it
just worked out.”
A major game in the team’s eyes was the
2-0 game over Pioneer. With a big win last year
during Pioneer’s homecoming, and being their
head coach’s last season, the team knew it was
going to be a hard-fought game. During the 2019
season, Iroquois had claimed another victory over
Pioneer with a score of 2-0. Goals were contributed by seniors Hanna Gruzca and Quinn Wierzbowski.
One main event that took place this season was that it was Coach Tonsoline’s 400th Varsity Field Hockey win during his 32-year career.
With the finishing score being 4-0 over Eden,
goals were contributed by D’Amato, Wierzbowski, Alex Wyman, and Jillian Quinn. Not only
being Tonse’s 400th win, but it was a shutout as
well!
When interviewing Coach Tonsoline
after his 400th win he stated, “I could not have
done it without the help of the other coaches and
the girls. They all are just so dedicated that it’s a
pleasure to work with them.”
Going 11-3 in the season regular allowed
the Iroquois Lady Chiefs to qualify for playoffs as
the second seed.
Their first playoff game was home
against Hamburg, ending in a 2-0 win. On their
home field, junior Madison Miranda and the deSee Field Hockey, page 11
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Continued from page 1
ban dancing along with Rock and Roll. The movie doesn’t contain too much dancing,
but when it does, the choreography is superb. Footloose is a cheesy but overall great
movie that many watch tirelessly as well as, introduces a theme song that audiences
still love today.
Mrs. Winter, Iroquois Social Studies teacher, recalls, “I remember going on a
first date to the little movie theater in my little town to see Footloose.” She goes on to
mention that Sixteen Candles, another famous John Hughes’ teenage film, is
“absolutely still one of my favorites and is often quoted in my house to this day!”
3. Dirty Dancing (1987)
A romantic drama that follows the life of a teenage girl trying to navigate
through adulthood and love. The main character, Baby, is a 17-year-old girl who plans
on entering the Peace Corps next summer. In turn, she believes this is her last summer
in absolute adolescence. While she spends her final summer with her family at a hotel
in the Catskills, she meets eyes with Johnny Castle. Her love interest played by a
hunk of the 80’s, Patrick Swayze. When Castle’s dance partner ends up being pregnant, he chooses Baby as his new teammate in order to continue dancing at the hotel.
The movie takes you through their many obstacles by singing and dancing. When
release at the box office, many people admired the film not just for the love story but
the soundtrack that came with it.
2. Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986)
This movie makes the top of the list due to its timeless and utterly charismatic feel. It addresses the importance of youth and fun, while following a teenage
boy Ferris, who skips school for the day with his girlfriend Sloane and best friend
Cameron. Ferris is popular for his skills of cutting classes, and a legend at his high
school, known for his swift ways. Determined to skip one more time before graduation, Ferris and his friends take Cameron’s dad’s Ferrari out for a drive downtown,
while trying to avoid being spotted by multiple adults. The film is widely known and
has been re-watched for years due to its relatable and witty plot.
Nick DiCristofaro, senior, says, “The movie is a timeless film that captures the
entire essence of the 80’s.”
1. The Goonies (1985)
The top spot on the list is The Goonies. The movie has stars such as Josh
Brolin and Sean Astin, who were just starting out in their careers. The plot follows a
group of misfit kids, “the Goonies,” looking for buried treasure in their hometown.
Although the storyline sounds cliché, the director is able to make it extremely creative
and separate from movies with similar storylines. The kids end up crossing paths with
criminals and needing to befriend their deformed son, Sloth.
Mason Gilds, senior, says, “The Goonies is a great movie because it showed
friendship between the characters and how they overcome a conflict.”
Many 80s movies create nostalgia and a major blast to the past. These movies
become classics due to their overall themes and crazy storylines that follow teen issues of the era closely. Factors like the actors involved and character development
make these movies easy to watch repeatedly.
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money. With some patience and a lot of free time, you can look for a bargain that you
can resell online at a higher price.
You don’t even have to buy something to contribute to local thrift stores:
almost everyone, at one point in their lives, has donated something to a thrift shop!
Donating is very easy; it could be done by dropping off the items at the thrift store or
calling for pick-up service, which allows you to wait in the comfort of your own
house.
In the Western New York area, thrift stores like Goodwill, Salvation Army
or Amvets are very popular and well known among the community.
Goodwill, for example, is a nonprofit organization that can assist people
through a variety of employment placement services. These include job training programs and other community-based services, as reported on their official website.
Another example of a very popular thrift store is The Salvation Army, which
pursues its mission of helping those in need by donating them their proceeds.
Moreover, thrift stores like Amvets (which benefits American veterans) and
Buffalo City Mission (which helps the homeless in the form of clothing and food) are
great examples of how thrift shopping helps also the community.
At Iroquois, a lot of people have shopped in thrift stores before or supported
them by donating regularly, thanks to the influence of social media.
Senior Max Dargavel said that the idea of shopping in a thrift store came
after a post on Instagram. “Thrift stores are cool. You can find very trendy stuff and
it’s also cheap,” he said. “Once I found a Nikon camera in very good condition that
was just 20 dollars.” His favorite thrift shop in the area is the Savers close to the
McKinley mall, in Hamburg.
Thrift shopping is a really valid alternative to regular shopping. It’s convenient; it helps the community and it’s also really fun!
In Macklemore’s words, “I’m gonna pop some tags, only got 20 dollars in
my pocket, I-I-I’m hunting looking for a come-up, this is freaking awesome.”
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Looking back to the opening of Buffalo’s
first pizzeria, the pizza business has only
skyrocketed since then.
After surveying twenty Iroquois
High School students on their families’ go
-to pizzeria, the results were mixed based
on both taste and preference. Five students responded Pasquale’s in East Aurora; five students responded Pizza Del Aureo’s in East Aurora; four students responded Carbone’s in Alden; two responded Nocchino’s in Elma, and lastly
two responded Leo’s in East Aurora.
The main cause of these results
was based primarily on location. Since
most Iroquois students live in the EMW
area, these pizzerias are easily accessible
to both them and their family.
The top three Buffalo pizzerias
according to students were Pasquale’s,
Pizza Del Aureo’s, and Carbone’s.
When asked why he chose
Pasquale’s, junior Ben Morgan said,
“Their pizza has the perfect cheese to
sauce ratio, which makes the pizza very
tasty.”
Senior James Cooley was quick
to choose Carbone’s as his favorite pizzeria. He said, “Carbone’s has the best pepperoni around. It is very crispy and
crunchy, which makes the pizza so good.”
After looking at the price of a
large cheese and pepperoni pizza at each
location, the results somewhat varied.
Pasquale’s was $18.99; Pizza Del Aureo’s
runs at $15.29; and Carbone’s was
$14.85.
With a range of prices, cost
could also play a role in a family’s favorite pizzeria.
Junior Chloe Dye stated, “My
family loves Pizza Del Aureo’s because
of their sauce; it is so good. Their pizza is
also very affordable, which makes it our
go-to pizzeria.”
Along with the students, ten Iroquois teachers who live in different communities were also interviewed on their
families’ favorite pizzerias. Almost every
teacher had a different preference. Since
many teachers don’t live within the Iroquois district, they will usually go to a
pizzeria that is easily accessible to them.
Answers included, Carbone’s, Town
Line, Santora’s, Brando’s, Bocce’s,
Edie’s, Pasquale’s, and more.
In an interview with teacher Mr.
Lysiak, he responded, “We usually order
take out at Carbone’s or Town Line because of proximity to home.” He also
added, “When we go out for pizza though
we usually go to Pasquale’s or Santora’s.”
Overall, as the survey shows
both students and teachers at Iroquois
High School have different tastes when it
comes to Buffalo pizza. It seems that
most have found a favorite local pizza
joint nearby, where they are more likely
to purchase pizza from.
Even though results varied, it’s
a good thing that people change things up.
Otherwise, the 500 local and independently operated pizzerias in Buffalo wouldn’t
have been able to survive in business all
these years, and for years to come.
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make it home for the holidays this year. The candle can be bought on Amazon for $30.
The Amazon Alexa Echo Dot was a popular gift in 2018 and is still one of the hottest buys this holiday season. The portable speaker continues to be a fan favorite due to its
small size and affordability. Entering its third generation, the Alexa enabled device can control smart home devices, play music, and so much more. This gift is perfect for all ages and
works as a great stocking stuffer. The Echo Dot can be found on Amazon for $50.
Another great buy would be the 12 oz YETI Rambler. The cup that keeps any drink
the perfect temperature. Whether you put hot coffee or ice-cold water in it, the temperature
will remain perfectly stable. This gift acts as a perfect stocking stuffer for all ages and comes
in many personalized colors. It can be found on the YETI website for $30.
A very popular gift this season are LED Strip Lights. Teens have been hopping on
the trend and becoming interested in these colorful lights to hang around their room. They’re
self-adhesive to the wall with a double-sided tape. These can be found on Amazon starting at
$18 and going up to $40.
Last on the list, a versatile gift for all ages and genders would be a Carhartt Beanie.
The winter hat became popular last year and is still on the rise today. The beanie comes in
multiple colors, perfect to make the gift more personable. You can pick up the hat at Dick’s
for $15, a simple but useful present.
These gifts are affordable and great for all ages. If you are considering ordering from
Amazon, be sure to order your products by December 18 for standard shipping (free for
Prime members). December 22 is the deadline to receive special shipping in order to receive
it by the 25th. When Christmas is just days away, these are some cheap, but great nonetheless,
gifts that everyone would enjoy this holiday season.
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teriously disappearing, her death ruled a suicide.
“Stop killing us!” some signs read; others beg for foreign help; some fight back
against the police. Hong Kong is stuck in a strange grey area politically; it is semiautonomous, not directly under the control of the Chinese government; something the highly
protested extradition bill would revert, bringing Hong Kong under Chinese control. There
appears to be no end in sight for the protests, and Hong Kong has garnered millions of supporters around the globe.
So, where do Western companies enter the game? Despite China being communist,
many companies, such as Coca Cola, are able to sell their products to the market of nearly 1.4
billion people. However, China has extreme control of what their population is allowed to see
and do, using Orwellian surveillance, filtering the internet, and controlling media.
Companies are forced to give into strict controlling agreements to be able to have
access to Chinese markets, such as Apple, who has an open-platform Appstore. Recently, Apple took down apps on their platform that Hongkongers used to track the movement of police,
spurred by threats from the Chinese government. Apple is not alone in backing down to preserve their Chinese market.
Activision Blizzard, one the monoliths of the videogame industry, has been under
scrutiny for their actions over suspending players who support the Hong Kong protests.
Hearthstone world champion Ng “Blitzchung” Wai Chung, a Hong Kong national, was
banned by Blizzard and had his million-dollar prize revoked following his post-tournament
interview. During his Grandmaster Tournament victory interview, he vocalized his support for
the atrocities going on in China. His 6-month ban still persists, despite the international backlash and criticism Blizzard has received.
The company continues to ban more players who are vocalizing for a boycott of the
company, but silencing these players only furthered the backlash. Millions of players of Blizzard titles such as Overwatch, World of Warcraft, and Hearthstone have either given up the
games or began protesting within the games themselves. Even the U.S. Congress condemned
Blizzard for their reaction to Blitzchung and others support of Hong Kong.
Furthermore, even the National Basketball Association has been pulled into the firestorm. In early October, Rockets general manager Daryl Morey tweeted an image echoing the
words of protesters; “Fight for Freedom. Stand with Hong Kong.” Almost immediately, the
NBA was pitted against China, who accounts for over 10 percent of NBA revenue. In China,
the league faced backlash for tolerating Morey’s tweet, while at home in the U.S., the NBA
was criticized for not defending Morey’s right to say it.
NBA legend LeBron James faced further criticisms, after commenting on the controversy saying, “I don’t want to get into a word or sentence feud with Daryl. But I believe he
wasn’t educated on the situation at hand and he spoke, and so many people could have been
harmed, not only financially, but physically, emotionally, spiritually.” Just as Hong Kong protesters wear masks of hated politicians, such as Chinese President Xi Jinping and Chief Executive Carrie Lam, they have adopted LeBron masks, with thousands of protesters bringing up
his comments.
James, along with many others, such as NBA Commissioner Adam Silver, have
made comments on the situation in Hong Kong, then later retracting, saying that they are “illinformed about the situation and politics of China,” to try and deflect bad press. But, the damage was already done. China has pulled many of the NBA’s events from the nation, even refusing to air recent NBA-sponsored college games.
Whether or not corporations like Blizzard or the NBA will change their policy in the
future, the international reaction has brought much needed attention to the ongoing battle between freedom and totalitarianism in Hong Kong.
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By Sophia Hemmer,
ICS Alumnus
For Buffalonians, we
know what winter brings and are
hearty enough to handle all that
Mother Nature can dish out. But
do we all love the winter? Probably not if you don’t ski.
In WNY, it’s time to
embrace the winter, enjoy outdoor recreation, and promote
good health!
Reinstein Nature Preserve offers 3.5 miles of trails
that allow you to snowshoe, cross
-country ski, and simply enjoy
the wildlife. Snowshoeing is a
great activity and rentals are $5.
Cross-country skiing is fantastic
workout and rentals are $8. The
trails are free and provide a beautiful trek right on Como Park
Blvd. in Cheektowaga.
While East Aurora Rink
features great skating, Canalside
offers a host of new winter activities. The Ice at Canalside is the
largest outdoor skating rink in
New York. Ice skating admission
is free for children 5 and younger; $4 for children 6-12 and military; and $6 for 12 and up. Skate
rentals are available for $4 and
locker rentals for $1. During normal hours, on weekday the hours
are 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., then weekend hours are 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Holidays cost extra because
workers are paid extra. They offer special events like ice sculpting, ugly sweater ice skating, and
pajama ice skating.
How about a new winter
sport? Canalside offers curling.
Curling is a game played on ice,
where large flat stones are slid
across the surface toward a mark.
Members of the team use brooms
to sweep the ice in the path of the
stone to control the speed and
direction. You can rent the ice
for a curling match. There is a
minimum of 4-10 people per
lane. On weekdays, it is $10 per
person for an hour to play, then
on the weekends it is $15 per
person for one hour. Canalside
provides an instructor and all the
equipment that you will need,
such as the stones, grippers, sliders and brushes.
Ice Bumper Cars are
available for ages 6 and over.
The cost is $7 for 7 minutes for
you to cruise around the ice and
take out your opponents. Ice
Bikes, a division of Water Bikes
of Buffalo, are featured at Canalside, too. The cost is $12 for
30 minutes.
To warm up, Canalside
also provides free games, such as
mega Jenga, ping pong, ice table
hockey, and table tennis.
Love the winter and try
something new in WNY!
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power, playing an instrument is a really good exercise to improve your brain functioning.”
With this in mind, your brain might be able to work more efficiently and
effectively when working on difficult tasks such as schoolwork and daily life.
Music is also like a break from normal schoolwork during the day. It’s not
like other classes that are straightforward and to the point. Instead, music classes
can be a creative outlet to students.
According to 1st violinist Shiloh Hajdufi, the orchestra “…allows me to
express myself in ways that I can’t do normally.”
By taking a music course, you might be able to meet people that you
wouldn’t normally talk to.
Bassoonist Adam Cramer-Benjamin claims, “I’ve made so many friends
through music.”
Throughout the music department, each music group has their own primary ensembles, such as regular orchestra, symphonic band, and chorale. However,
each department also offers select ensembles such as chamber orchestra, wind
symphony, and concert choir, along with other groups dedicated to coming in early
in the morning.
Some might think that it may be too late to join a music course. However,
this is not the case. Aside from the ensembles you can join, there are some elective
courses as well. These include Music Theory Ⅰ and Ⅱ and Music in Our Lives.
According to the school’s Course Catalog, Music Theory focuses more on
the mechanics and fundamentals of music. To contrast, Music in Our Lives focuses
on music as an art form, while also learning how to play the guitar.
Although some may argue that they don’t need to play an instrument or
sing to do well academically, they might just do well in general with or without a
music program. Though others may argue the same thing when in reality, they may
need a break from their everyday life.
As for continuing music after high school, most students decide to not
continue on with music after high school, unless they are pursuing a music major.
This is because most ensembles in college are made for the music major. Though
there are some exceptions in terms of joining an ensemble in college, most ensembles are either major based or small club events. Even though this might be discouraging, there is always the option of dusting off your old instrument or even
picking up a new one.
Music classes exist not only because it’s a required art credit, but it’s for
the people who like to play music and to make friends. With the added benefits of
possible academic improvement and being able to be unique and expressive, you
should definitely consider or continue to pursue a music course in high school.
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playing the “nightmare” with videos hash tagging Life360. In some of the short
clips, teens are sharing with each other strategies to hack the app by turning off
various phone settings.
Some students from Iroquois High School whose parents made them
download the app on their phones voiced their opinions.
Junior Ryan Current explains, “It’s kind of creepy knowing that my parents have access to monitor almost every move I make. I feel like I don’t have any
privacy and I also feel as if my parents don’t trust me by making me download
Life360.”
Turkle continues to mention adolescents need that “separation” from their
parents. Similar to what Current shared, teenagers have been arguing that they
“should be allowed time when they are not ‘on call.’”
Ella Trzepacz, a freshman, states, “I know my parents have full trust in
me, so I don’t understand why the really needed me to have this app on my phone.
It is kind of annoying in a sense, but I guess I somewhat get why the wanted me to
have it. I overall feel, though, as if it is just intrusive in my life.”
One parent interview that was done by Smart Social, an online website,
stated, “We use Life360 as a family. We have 13 and 17 year-old boys and find
that not only is it useful for us to know where they are, but equally valuable for
them to know where we are.”
Mr. Randall, a physics teacher here at Iroquois simply, says, “The app is
not really for me. I have two younger sons. I must learn how to trust them and not
be looking over their shoulder 24/7. I don’t think the app is my style. It is easy for
a parent to want to track their child, but for me I don’t think they are able to feel
‘free’ if I go ahead and download and app such as Life360.”
Many feel that by downloading Life360 on a kid's phone to track him or
her is taking away the freedom and privileges that should be earned at that age.
It is clear to see that most teens with this app downloaded onto their
phones think it is invasion of their freedoms and it is stopping them from having
fun, turning their teen years into misery. However, their parents seem to think it is
a savvy and great way to know that their family is happy and safe.
The important question being asked these days about apps such as
Life360: “Is it a life sentence?”
The Tomahawk, Issue 1
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ous studios including MGM, Warner Bros,
Sony Pictures Television, and others. It is a
joint venture of NBC Universal, Fox Entertainment, and ABC Inc. This allows Hulu to
go beyond many other video streaming
websites and puts it right at the top in competition with Netflix. It is a great resource
for streaming and viewing premium video
content on the web or on any of your Hulu
compatible devices.
Hulu not only offers popular episodes and video clips from current TV
shows, it also has a wide arrangement of
older TV shows and movies that would be
difficult to find elsewhere. This makes it
not only the perfect place to watch the latest
episodes, but also a good place to watch
classics such as Bewitched.
There is a 30-day free trial. After
time is up, Hulu starts at $5.99 per month
for a basic plan without commercials, but
no live TV. The service jumps to $39.99 if
you add on live TV and ON-Demand TV
channels.
Hulu will update its platform with
new episodes of current TV shows within
24 hours of airing. Hulu also offers its own
original series, although you might not hear
as much about them, like the original series
on Netflix.
The Truth:
What better way to get a more in
depth look at these two apps than asking the
people that are most enthralled in these
apps today: high schoolers.
Kara Klinski, a senior here at Iroquois High School explains, “I have always
had Netflix. To be completely honest I
don’t know that much about Hulu. I have
cable available at my house so why would I
really want to pay that much extra for
shows and movies that are most likely already easily accessible to me?”
Another high school student, Val
Szefler, is one of the few students that has a
Hulu account. She only gave positive feedback on Hulu. She mentions, “It has a lot of
my favorite shows that are no longer on
TV. The price is worth it because there are
so many different streaming options and it
makes everyone in my family is happy. I
also have Netflix, but I think Hulu has better features and I can easily find my shows
on the app without a hassle.”
Out of 8 teacher interviewed at
ICS, 5 teachers said they only have Netflix;
2 teachers said they have Hulu; and only 1
teacher said they had both Netflix and Hulu.
Overall, both apps have pros and
cons when it comes to streaming shows and
movies, so personal preference rules.
There is a new app that has been
recently added to the app store and it is
grabbing the attention of millions of people
across the country: Disney Plus. Disney
expects to have 60 to 90 million combined
domestic and international Disney Plus subscribers by the end of its fiscal 2024. That
was more than most Wall Street analysts
had anticipated for its release.
So, which app has won you over?
Netflix or Hulu? Or has Disney Plus recently peaked your interest? Go for the most
bang for your household’s buck.
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The band didn’t even split up for a couple of years as shown in the biopic,
due to Mercury’s contract to record a solo album. However, they did take a break
in 1983, and every member of the band worked on their own on solo albums.
Possibly the most comedic scene of the entire movie is also fictional: Ray
Foster, the producer who hates “Bohemian Rhapsody,” has never existed and his
entertaining playful banter with the band members before their international success is also made-up.
One of the biggest controversies (that unleashed a considerable number of
critiques) in the movie is Mercury’s sexuality and how his life seems to worsen
when he comes out as gay.
Many critics said that the movie representation of his bisexuality is an
example of “bi-erasure,” since his partner, Mary Austin, doesn’t recognize him as
bisexual, but explicitly says, “Freddie, you are gay.” as better explained in an Indie
Wire article. In addition, many media complain that the movie is not representative
of the LGBTQ+ community because it only portrays examples of toxic queer relationships, such as the one between Mercury’s and his manager, Paul Prenter.
Other critics, such as Billboard writer Stephen Daw, appreciated the struggles that followed Mercury’s coming out, since they claim them to be more similar
to the real-life experiences of queer individuals. They think that the movie presented well the internal battle for acceptance that every LGBTQ+ person, such as Mercury, has to go through and the society’s response, particularly unaccepting in the
past.
However, an accurate representation of Freddie Mercury’s real life and
the band’s history is nearly impossible in what is a normal movie-length. Queen
members Brian May and Roger Taylor helped the director Brian Singer in the production of the movie and thousands of people thought they did a great job.
Bohemian Rhapsody made Queen’s “older” fans happy and introduced a
lot of “new” fans to their music, carrying forth the memory of Freddie Mercury.
Here at Iroquois many people enjoyed the movie as well. Mrs. Bennet, for
example, discovered with the movie that a lot of songs from her childhood were
sung by Queen. “Don’t Stop Me Now,” for example, is now one of her favorite
songs. “It’s fun to sing and very catchy,” she said, “even though all of their songs
are very enjoyable, and you can always find something that matches your mood.”
She really liked Bohemian Rhapsody and, in particular, how they focused
more on Mercury’s artistic personality other than his sexuality.
Junior Tori Raymond also liked that part of the movie. “I liked that the
focus wasn’t on Freddie Mercury’s sexuality, but it was just part of who he was. I
didn’t mind how they portrayed it because it’s like that also in real life.”
Raymond has been a Queen fan for almost ten years, after hearing a
Queen song at a restaurant. Raymond really likes how the British band has always
been true to itself and how each Queen member is extremely talented. “Killer
Queen” is Raymond’s favorite song because of the guitar solo.
“Killer Queen” is also sophomore Brenden Dargavel’s favorite Queen
song. He likes the beat and he thinks the lyrics are very catchy. He has been a
Queen fan for about two years and he really liked the movie as well. “Queen are
very different from every other band, and all of their songs are unique,” he explained.
Queen’s success does come from their uniqueness and their incredible
talent: they have won millions of people’s hearts and will keep doing it thanks to
Bohemian Rhapsody and their amazing music.
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their upcoming matches.
“The red hair really brought us together as a team. We colored it during a
team sleepover and we really got to know each other,” stated Karlie Kasten, sophomore.
The Lady Chiefs were lined up with Pioneer in their first round of
playoffs and beat them 3 to 2. But in the second round, they played City Honors
and sadly they lost 3-0.
“Even though we didn’t make it very far, we did our best and hope to be
back next year,” Kasten noted.
The juniors had a strong showing with Del Brodowski as an outside hitter and Kathleen Bryant playing libero.
Olivia Newer was the starting setter as a sophomore who really grew into
her position throughout the season. Serve specialist Allison Nottis, junior, racked
up many aces (serves that have no opposing return) throughout the season adding
to the team’s wins.
The graduating seniors are Sarah Meaney, Grace McCormick, Emma
Wittman, and Joelle Fialkowski. All the seniors have been apart of the Iroquois
Volleyball organization for many years, and they are all going to be missed. Everyone knows that they will all go on to do amazing things in their future!
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the 3-extra hours wouldn’t make that much
of a difference, as long as the schools try to
put quality over quantity.”
When it comes to the proposed
advantages of lengthening the school day, it
mostly comes down to the belief that it will
help students and their parents. The most
obvious is that it would give more time in
class for students to interact with their
teachers. As Walden University put it,
growing areas such as STEM fields would
require more time to teach. The other is that
parents wouldn’t have to worry about their
kids getting home before them, which Kamala Harris herself claims she experienced.
“My mother raised my sister and
me while working, demanding long hours,”
she stated. "So, I know firsthand that for
many working parents, juggling between
school schedules and work schedules is a
common cause of stress and financial hardship."
However, rebuttals to these arguments have been accumulating. According
to Walden University, studies have shown
that there is no direct correlation between
the lengthening of school hours and improved academic achievement. They also
mention that this would increase fatigue
amongst students, making them less likely
to cooperate, as well as giving them less
time for out of school activities.
On the topic of parents, Fox News
member and mother of 9, Racheal CamposDuffy, claimed that it doesn’t help parents.
Her reasoning is that parents want their
workday to be flexible, not for their kids’
school day to match it.
This would also be a very expensive goal to accomplish. According to the
New York Times, $10 million was spent in
Chicago in 2011 in order to lengthen the
school day of 50 schools. As stated, educational facilities could get grants of up to $5
million, which may help with this.
Others are also worried as to how
this will affect after-school clubs and
sports. The answer, to put it simply, is that
they would still be happening at the same
time. In fact, most of the grant money
would go towards academic and athletic
programs for the students during the extra 3
hours.
Mrs. Yount, a Social Worker here
at Iroquois, says that students shouldn’t
worry about the bill, claiming, “It is a plan
that encourages afterschool programming
for communities that lack the proper funding for them, which will help low income
families with after school care.”
Even though this has proven to be
a divisive topic that's up for debate, it can
be said that whatever prevails will be somewhat beneficial for the parties involved.
Only time can tell what Congress will do
with Harris's proposal and how it will effect
school communities if passed.
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in case of an emergency.
Getting snow tires could also be something to consider. Battling icy roads
and black ice can be a challenge, making the roads very slippery to drive on. These
tires offer a stronger grip, enhanced breaking performance, and are built to outlast
ice, slush, freezing rain, and snow. According to cnet.com, “The vast majority of
new cars arrive at dealers equipped with all-season tires.” So, if you have a new car,
it is more than likely you have snow tires built into it already. If you decide to get
snow tires, it is noted they should be replaced once the weather warms up again.
Goodyear tire company advertises these tires anywhere from $70-$279
each. They tell their customers, “Enjoy excellent traction on snow and ice.”
One last thing drivers need to consider is paying attention to travel bans,
and keeping their cars in good condition. If a certain road or area is closed, it is for a
reason and should be avoided. Buffalonians can check local news websites, such as
WGRZ, WKBW, and WIVB for updates on closures. Or if you’re in a hurry, these
local news stations offer apps with easily accessible updates.
When asked about winter driving, junior Michael Cej responded, “Driving
in the snow is much harder. The traction on your tires aren’t good and your visibility
is limited.” Cej added, “There is no room for error and you have to be careful at all
times.”
Overall, follow these tips provided, and make your safety is your top priority. You never know what could happen as the weather in WNY can be very unpredictable.
Personal Preparations:
Having the necessary equipment and clothing in your homes is key for
withstanding Buffalo winters. There are many safety measures needed to be handled
before and during this time of the year.
The most crucial items to have are necessary clothing. Since most already
have the basic jackets, hats, gloves, thermals, etc. consider getting tech advanced
items. One option is electric heated blankets. These entrap heat and ensure warmth,
and may cut costs of heating the whole house. For outdoor activity, another item to
consider are hand and foot warmers. They are small packets that you shake until heat
is given off. You can then insert them into gloves or boots, to deliver warmth to
these areas of the body. These items are very common and can easily be found at
local stores such as Walmart for affordable prices. Remember, warmth is more important than style!
Home Preparations:
It’s vital to have your house snow-proofed, so that it can handle harsh winters. Having walls insulated, heaters working properly, and gutters cleaned can ensure that your house can endure Buffalo’s long winter days.
Make sure you have multiple shovels and better yet, a snowblower. It is
more than likely someone in your household will have to clear the driveway from
snow multiple times a week. This is especially since Buffalo receives a large annual
snowfall. According to weather.gov last year, the city had a total of 118.8 inches.
Another great thing to have is salt for icy driveways and sidewalks. Sprinkling salt makes these less slippery and easier to walk on. Also consider getting a
snow thrower if a snow blower is too expensive. It functions the same as a snowblower, but it’s smaller and cheaper.
It is also important to note that you should take multiple breaks while doing these activities. Being outside for too long in the cold could cause frostbite.
Mayoclinic.org says you should be outside for approximately 20-30 minutes, and
depending on the temperature sometimes even less. Then take a 15-minute break to
warm up before going back out.
Lastly, in case of a snowstorm, you should keep a large amount of nonperishable food items within your household. During Buffalo’s last horrible blizzard
of Snowvember in 2014, people were trapped inside of their homes for days and
even a week with little to no food. You never know when an unexpected event can
happen like this, so be prepared for the worst.
When asked what she does to prep her home, Iroquois teacher Mrs. Becher
responded, “My husband and I do many things. We put up storm windows, put draft
stoppers in front of doors, and make sure we have salt for the walkway.” She also
noted, “I always keep cat litter for getting out of the snow, a shovel, and a blanket in
the car, just in case we need it.”
Overall, for Buffalonians, it can often be challenging dealing with the winter season. With lake effect snow and unpredictable weather, it is important to always be ready and prepared. But if you follow
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ceives national attention across the country.
Barstool Sports is a website\blog that covers viral sports highlights, and they are
always getting involved with the Mafia.
From going to tailgates to covering table
smashing, Barstool loves to support Bills
fans.
If you grew up a Bills fan, it is
more than likely that you are a Sabres fan
as well. These fans bring that same energetic atmosphere to the games as well, unlike
no other.
The term “No Goal” refers to the
Buffalo Sabres’ trip to the 1999 Stanley
Cup Finals. Brett Hull, of the Dallas Stars
scored one of the most controversial goals
in NHL history when he scored the game 6
winner in triple overtime. The rule at the
time was that a player was not allowed to
be in the goalie’s crease to score a goal,
and Hull’s foot appeared to be in the
crease. The NHL later announced that the
goal should not have counted.
After talking to Iroquois teacher
Mrs. Cantie, she said she remembers the
day vividly. “I went to watch game 6 at
Pilot Field with my dad, and witnessed the
game on the jumbotron,” Cantie said. “It
went into triple overtime. After the defeat,
the tension in the air was so palpable. I just
had a bad feeling that some fans may have
rushed out because they were so angry and
distraught.
Experiencing this, Buffalo fans
were very upset at the time. Although they
were mad, and their team lost one of the
most important games of the year, this did
not by any means stop them from supporting the Sabres. The following season, the
fans brought even more support and
showed further appreciation for the Sabres.
Although it was a rough time, they stuck by
their team through thick and thin.
In an interview with Iroquois
teacher, Mrs. Cuevas, she stated, “Buffalo
teams bring friends, family, and the entire
community together.” Cuevas said, “The
time you spend watching games with those
special people in your life, truly means a
lot.”
Growing up both a Bills and Sabres fan, Mrs. Cuevas understands what the
city of Buffalo goes through. Just because
you can get mad at your team, doesn’t
mean you stop supporting them.
With the passion Buffalonians
hold in their hearts, they will never root for
another team, other than their own. To
them, they take support to a whole different
level, and their devotion will always be
recognized.
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much I can personally do to restore the environment, or undo political corruption, or fix the
representation in Congress.”
The biggest spotlight that “Ok Boomer” has managed to attract was when Chloe
Swarbrick, a 25-year old New Zealand lawmaker, gave a speech supporting The Climate
Crisis Bill that would aim for zero carbon emissions. During her speech, she was heckled
and taunted by an older member of Parliament, to which she retorted “Ok Boomer” without
missing a beat and went right back to her speech.
This perfectly showcases the dilemma: the younger generations attempting to curb
the imminent crises facing our time, while older generations attempt to undermine that and
ignore it.
A further issue that many Millennials and Gen Z people face is the lack of higher
job positions due to Boomers not retiring. Studies show that Boomers are living longer and
staying in the workforce well into retirement age, mostly due to personal fulfillment or lack
of savings to carry them through financially. Meanwhile, Millennials and Gen Z, who are
criticized for not spending enough or not buying homes, simply cannot afford to due to being stuck in lower paying positions out of college.
Furthermore, a Harvard study indicates that Boomers’ refusal to adapt with increasingly modern technology is a strain on the economy, with recession recovery rates unprecedentedly low compared to decades prior. This drop in recovery is attributed to Boomers’
struggles and gripes over technology dropping workplace efficiency.
To add onto the issue, many Boomers don’t see their actions as an issue; they see
younger generation’s inability to move up in the workplace ladder as those generation’s
faults.
And these issues that the younger generations complain about are more than a reality. Joshua Cittarella, a Millennial who studies online communities, says, “Gen Z is going to
be the first generation to have a lower quality of life than the generation before them.”
From the growing wealth inequality due to an older workforce, unpayable college
debt, the unchangeable climate crisis, and intense political polarization, many argue that it is
clear why this anti-Boomer sentiment over quality of life has grown.
When asked about generational divide and the issues facing younger generations,
Mrs. McCoy commented, “I really don’t see why the generations can’t work together to face
these issues. If outrage and anger were focused towards the issues facing the present, things
could change.”
Polarization and divide have forced uncooperative stances on issues that affect us
all and require unified focus. It will take the joint efforts from many to improve on the issues
of today.
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fense around her heavily contributed to the shutout. Sophomore Ashley Pitz and Wierzbowski both
contributed one goal, allowing Iroquois to move on.
Next, the Chiefs went on to play their rivals: Amherst High School. In a scoreless first
half, D’Amato put a goal in to hold the win against Amherst. With three minutes left, Jillian Quinn
added another goal, securing the win for Iroquois. With a final score of 2-0, winning the section
title, the Chiefs advanced.
Senior forward, Fonfara, said that the Amherst game, “… was thrilling, I think it was a
pretty even matchup, but we never let down and that allowed us to get our first goal, then secure
the game with the second goal.”
The end of the Lady Chiefs’ season came when they played Williamsville East in the Semi
-final for Class B. In a hard-fought game, Fonfara was a crucial part of the offense, getting many
breakaways.
The defense was held down by Walker, Jolls, Trzepacz, and Meghan Quinn. In goal was
freshman Hayden Herbold stopping the strong offense of Williamsville East.
Kasten and D’Amato were extremely beneficial in the midfield, working the ball up the
field and creating scoring opportunities.
Wierzbowski got the goal that kept the Chiefs alive, assisted by Jillian Quinn.
Along with the season ending, a decade-long era had closed. Two major families have
finished their run through the Iroquois Field Hockey program.
Four D’Amato’s, Abigale, Mia, Olivia, and Ava have all gone under the coaching of Peter
Tonsoline from 2011-2019.
In addition, three Fonfara’s, Meghan, Hayley, and Liz from had come and gone through
the program. With other teams happy they are gone, they will be greatly missed at Iroquois.
Coach Tonsoline commented that without a player from one of the families will take some
adjusting to get to because they both have had such a big impact on the program.
Overall, the Field Hockey Team had an extremely successful season. Going 14-4, 15 seniors graduating from the program, and having a handful of seniors going on to play college field
hockey are just a few things the program provides to its players. The dedication that the entire team
has is the root of the success for the program.
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